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BriTANICus, Oc. 
r 


AD I known a more private Way 
of Conveyance to you, I might 

J have fatisfy'd my ſelf with admo- 
niſhing you privately, for the open 
Outrage, vherewith you have late- 
ly inſulted me: But for want of particular 
Directions to your Office of Intelligence, 1 
take this Method of doing myſelf Juſtice : A 
Method for which 1 can cite ſeveral Prece-, 
dents; and ſome of them yourſelf will own to 


be authentick : not that I am under any Ap- 


prehenſiors of ſuffering in my Character, as 
SE nr . a Writer, 
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a Writer, from any thing you Lok aid; dr 
the regard I owe to the Principles, teligious 


and moral, upon which 1 proceed in the Life 


of Cardinal Wolſey, will not ſuffer me to be 


ſilent, Where I am ſo loudly and audaciouſly. 
called upon to defend them: Confining my- 


elf therefore to the proper Subject of Inquiry, Il 
ſhall not anſwer you in your-own* Method, 
but decline all Invectives that are meerly per- 
ſonal, as wholly foreign to the Purpoſe. Lit- 
tle Arts of Defamation may be proper to an 


FHepdomadal Retailer of Scandal, in order to 
| captivate weak and ignorant perſons, and there- 
by occaſion, what is principally intended, a 
brisker Circulation of his Papers; but they 


are of no uſe towards anſwering that i impor- 
tant Queſtion, in the Search alter Tru W pore 
* the Force of the Argument: 5 


Neither, indeed, are ſuch defamatory Arts 


of any Significancy, towards rectifying the 


publick Judgment, in relation to the true Cha- 


rater of a Writer. Should any Man aſſert, 
what ought not to be admitted, that Britani- 


cus, in his weekly Lucubrations is more enter- 


taining or inſtructive than his Brother Miſt, 


no Man would be obliged to acquieſce in ſuch 


a judgment, barely upon the Confidence and 


Aſſumption of him who might pretend to make 
it, eſpecially, if he ſhould appear in his man- 
ner of Writing to want, thoſe two eſſential 
„ of a good Judge, Candour and 


e 
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Capacity. But a 3 become of te 
Competition between theſe two celebrated 
Journaliſts for Precedence, upon the Liſt of 
Men eminent in their ſeveral Profeſſions, the, 
Truth of Facts, and the Reaſon of Things, 
would notwithſtanding ſtill ſubſiſt upon, the 
| ame Foundation. 
But, fince after Gai few impotent Efforts 


fl towards prepoſſeſſiug your Reader with diſ- 4 
in advantagious Thoughts of me, you have en- 4 
to deavoured, (which 1 was very glad to find) — 
e- to attack the Hiſtory of Cardinal Wolſey's Life, " 
a in an argumentative Way, I take this Occa- 6 
y | fion of acquainting you, that every Thing 3 
r- you have offered, or ſhall offer, which has I» 
re the Appearance of an Argument that may 


| deſerve to be confidered, will, in due Time, 
| if Providence permit, be fully and impartially 
ts conſidered: And 1 am fo far from being ina 


1e Diſpoſition to weaken the Force of any Proofs 
vou may bring to confirm your Opinions, whe- 
, ther true or falſe, that I ſhall help you, for 
;- EF that I find may be done from what you have 
r- || attempted already, to propoſe ſome of them, 
WM i with more Force, and 1 in a much better Light. 
le the mean time, to obviate TE 511 Ef- 
by ect, which your bold, however crude AL 
ſertions, may have upon the vulgar Sort of El 
People, great or ſmall, for whom alone they : - *-- © 
Low ponies, it may not be improper to 9 
5 declares: 55 


m 
1 
4 
4 
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there is a continued Succeſſion of Paſtors in 


5 Exerciſing. If this is your Notion of Popery, 


HE. 
declare, that I do not think myſelf affected 
by any thing you have faid, or can ſay to my 
Prejudice, in relation to your chimericalCharge 
of Popery. If by Popery you mean, what you 
can only mean by writing againſt the Life of {Wu 
Cardinal Wolſey, publiſhed by me, either the Not 
true primitive Doctrine of the Church of 
England, as contained in the Writings of her 
genuine Sons, and her publick Confeſſions, or 
elſe the true Principles of Chriſtian Morality, 
by which, I have every where endeavoured 
to ſhew, in that Life, all the Counſels aud 
Actions of Men, whether ina publick or private 
Capacity, are to be inviolably directed. - 
hut if you intend, that every Man is a Pa- 
piſt, or popiſhly affected, who aſſerts any of 
<he following Propoſitions; That God is the 
Author of Peace, and not of Confuſion; That 
the Chriſtian Church is a regular and viſible 
Society, founded by: the Son of God ; That 


it, who derive their Powers from Chriſt, and 
which no human Authority can either confer, 
or alter the original Method of conveying ; 
That Tuch Paſtors have certain inalienable, in- 
herent, and therefore independent Rights, which 
the Civil Magiſtrate, as ſuch, cannot exerciſe; - 
and which the Civil Magiſtrate here in Exg- 
land has particularly diſclaimed all Right of 


the Wit of Man cannot contrive any Method 


bn order to introduce Popery, ſo effectual, as 


1 Wy propagating this- Notion : And therefore, 

7 MWwhatever Profeſſions of Zeal Britanicus has 

e made againſt Popery, there is ſtill ſtrong Pre- 
2a ſumption to believe, what has been long much 

f üuſpected, that he is really ſome Jeſuit, or 

> Mother Emiſſary of Rome, in Diſguile. 

ö 

f 


| What I have obſerved concerning the per- 
nicious Tendency of thoſe impious latitudina- 
rian Principles, which have been of late Years 


3 Wo induftriouſly difſeminated, is grounded up- 
3 Kon Facts too notoriouſly known. It has been 
e Wobſerved, that ſince the Reformation was ſet- 
red in England, there have never been in the 
ame Compaſs of Time ſo many Converſions 
I made to Popery, or ſo general a Diſpoſition 1 
r chat Way, as from the Time, when thoſe Prin- 1 
Re iples were advanced ; Principles, which lead q 
+ Mo the Deſtruction of all Eccleſiaſtical Order 
e and Government, not, as it might have been 
+ expected, by a Train of remote Conſequences; 
n {ut by their immediate, and direct Operation. 
, Lou, Sir, and your Adviſers are the Men; 
„ Fherefore, however you may pretend to look 


another Way, who are really making Advances, 

h [rs Advances towards Popery; and not they, 

> Pho defend the Proteſtant Religion by Prin- 
iples, upon which the Church of England re- 
f ormed, and all other Churches, ought to have 
„ Peformed, from Popery. 1 ol 


Again, | 


\ | 
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Again, in reſpect to Morality, if you infer 
that every Man is a Papiſt, or ought to be 
reputed a Papiſt, who endeavours to obviate 
popular and unjuſt Calumnies, how general 
Joever; who diſcovers in what he writes any 
Sentiments of Humanity or Good-nature 4 who 
thinks it an Act of hiſtorical Juſtice to repre-Y 
ſent both the Vices and Virtues of great Men, 

without Diſtinction of Parties, in a true Light, 
efpecially their Virtues : though I know it is 
more agreeable to a certain Malignity of Tem- 
per in fome Men, to vilify and traduce all 
thoſe, who are not in their own narrow Way 
of Thinking, whatever good Qualifications they 
may otherwiſe poſſeſs: Or, if to decry Cor- 
ruption and Breach of Truſt, Cruelty and Op- 
preſſion, and all falſe Politicks, diſhonourable 
to God, reproachful to human Nature, de- 
ſtructive to the State, and commonly in the 
Event, by ſome fecret over- ruling Diſpoſitions 
of Providence, to the Authors of them: In a 
Word, if to expreſs a juſt Indignation againſt 
the abuſe of Power in any Kind, or in any 
Station; if this, Sir, is your Notion of Pope- 
ry, conſidered in relation to Moral Life, I 
will readily own, there is ſcarce a Page in 
the Life of Cardinal Wolſey, which does not 
afford clear and undeniable Evidence, where- 
dy your Charge againſt me may be. diteciy 
| ſupported. N e dis 
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- Before I take Leave of you, I have a Re* 


ueſt or two to make, for the Reaſonableneſs 


"of which, 1 appeal to the publick Judgment. 


It would be convenient, in the firſt Place, to 
prevent all Suſpicion of baſe and inſidious U- 
ſage, that I ſhould know by whom I am at- 
tacked : If you are ſent, as an inviſible Meſ- 
ſenger of Satan to buffer me, it 1s contrary to 
the Tenour of your Commiſſion, to diſcover 
yourſelf, or your private Orders : But if you 


are, what you ſometimes affect to be thought, 
a Man of Mettle, and a Gentleman; tho' no- 
thing be more unmanly and diſhonourable, 


than clandeftinely and in Diſguiſe to attack a 
Perſon, eſpecially one ſo weak and defenceleſs, 
as am repreſented ; then I ſhall expect to 


know, with whom Jam to engage; not only 


that I may be prepared to ſtand on my De- 


fence, but that I may not be wanting in any 


decent Reſpett, even to an Adverſary : For 


tho'I find we are on equal Terms, as to the 
contemptible Thoughts which each has of the 
other; yet, as l am uncertain, whether Britani- 


cus may not be in ſome conſiderable . Poſt of 
the Church or the State, however little or 
low his perſonal Character may be, I would 


not be guilty of the leaſt Offence or Diſre - 
gard to his relative Merit. To prevent any 
Error of that Kind, and at the ſame Time that 
„„ you 
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toy: .- 
you may avoid the Imputation of an abjeCt 
Spirit, and as having ſome diſhoneſt Deſigns, 
I defire you would skulk no longer under a bor- 
rowed Name, to the End you may, with more 
Security, and with leſs Apprehenſion of being 
called to Account, publiſh your virulent Re- 
fleftions. You may remember who hath ſaid, 


if you have any Regard to that Authority, 
Whoever doth evil hateth the Light, neither cometh 


to the Light, leaſt his Deeds ſhould be reproved. 
It is probable you may here endeavour to de- 
fend yourſelf, as well you can, by ſaying, you 


were only the Publiſher, not the Writer of 


the Letter, to which | refer, and that you 
took it out of the Collection, or common 


Place, as it come to Hand, from which your 
ournal of Saturday laſt was to be furniſhed.” 


his Excuſe will not ſerve: Every Man knows, 
who knows any Thing, that he who propa- 
gates a Scandal, is, in common Conſtruction, 
and the Reaſon of the Thing, to be treated 
as the Author of it: fo that 1 am not in the 
leaſt concerned to enquire, whether the Let- 
ter in your News-Paper-whs really communi- 
cated by a Friend, or whether, according: to 
a common modern Praftice, Britanicus wrote 
that Letter under another fictitious Name to 
himſelf; for nothing is more eaſy, than for a 
Man, how unjuſt or contradiftory ſoever his 
2 may be, yet co give himſelf a good 
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Another Thing which J demand, and have 
a Right to demand, is, that you would fix 
clear and diſtinct Ideas to the Terms, of which 
you make uſe; and not hide yourſelf in any 
d, popular, confuſed, or equivocal © Language, 


„ which may leave the Mind in Darkneſs and F 


th Perplexity : When you charge an Author, for 
A. inftance,w ith Fopery,l would underſtand by. fuch 
ea Perſon, one, not who writes, or has always 
u I written with a becoming, tho' not perhaps 
of WF with a furious, Pharaſaical Zeal againſt Pope- 
au 95 but one who is really and in Fact promo- 
ting the Intereſts of Popery; and, eſpecially 
r if he uſes the very Methods, which the Pa- 
d. IF piſts themſelves have directed, and do ſtill 
8 i employ, as there is great Reaſon to ſuſpe&, 
in moſt of our Diſſenting Congregations. For 
1, you will not have the Effrontery to deny, a- 
d Leinſt certain Facts, which are eafily proved, 
e that ſeveral Attempts have been made by Fa- 
t- piſts in Diſguiſe, towards deſtroying the Con- 
ſtitution of the Church of England, the only 


0 
© I overthrown, the Papiſts would ſoon be in a 
„Condition to deſpiſe all other Oppoſition, 
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Bulwark againſt Popery; for were it once 
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Again, when you repreſent a Writer as 
an Enemy to the Reformation, and, in par- 
ticular to Martin Luther, I would underſtand, 
not one, who has written in Defence of, Martin 
Luther, and the only Man of your own Coun- 
try, who had the Courage, as perhaps he 
Had one of the Tineft Pens, to write in his 
Defence, in a Time of the greateſt Danger; 
but by ſuch a Writer I would underſtand, in 
direct Contradiction to your abſurd Way ( 
have a Right here to calf it ſo) of confound- 
ing the Names and Signification of Things, 
I would conſider ſuch a Man, had he given 
no other publick Evidences of his Zeal, re- 

ſpectively for them, as a true Friend to the 

Reformation; and, in particular, as a moſt 
generous and faithful Friend, to Martin Lu- 
ther: And ſuch a noble and ſeaſonable Zeal 
for each of them, would be a much ſtronger 
Argument to me, and I believe to every 
Man, of that Writer's Sincerity, than all the 
verbal Proteſtations that any other Man can 
make againſt Popery : while by his wicked and 
ſchiſmatical Principles, he is making continual 
Attempts to divide the Church, that Popery 
may enter more eallly at the Breach. | 


| i 


IE 'Þ 5 


a If we muſt therefore proceed in this Argu- 
ment, let us go upon clear Grounds; moſt of 
the Controverſies which are agitated with ſo 
much Heat, and are drawn out into ſo great 
a Length, might be brought into a narrow 
Compaſs, if the true Signification of the Terms 
was Onice fixed, and ſo. fixed, as to receive no 
Change from the Viciflityde of human Af- 
fairs. For Inſtance, when. Moderation is once 
apply'd to ſignify a reaſonable Indulgence. to- 
wards thoſe who diſſent from us, or a Diſpo- 
ſition to treat them with Humanity and Can- 
1 WF dour; this Virtue, when they, who pleaded 
re- for it, are in another Situation, ought not, in 
he my humble Opinion, to ſignify Cruelty and 
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| Se Terms and Expreſſions relating to 
nd the Condutt of Civil Life; even the ordinary 
all Language of Converſation is very confuſed; 
y the moſt common Terms, which every Man 
| thinks he underſtands, are perhaps the moſt 
difficult to be explained. No one, when you 
mention Fire or Water, has the leaſt Doubt 
It about the Meaning of theſe Words; but _ | 
| | | 8 | 5 5 . few 


oft Oppreſſion, or an implacable Spirit of Re- 'q 
oy” venge. | 4 
. 4 
zer q 
be The Reaſon is the ſame for avoiding all e- 3 


was. + 


1 
few are there, who are able to give a juſt 
philoſophical Definition of the Things they 
denote ? It ſufficiently anſwers the general End 
of Providence, that theſe Terms are ſo far 


underſtood, as to ſerve the common Uſes of 


Life. Thus in reſpect to Terms relating to 
Morality; they are ſufficiently intelligible to- 
wards carrying on the ordinary Commerce of 
Civil Life; but few People habituating them- 


ſelves to reaſon only upon clear and deter- 
minate Ideas, they do not know how to ap- 


ply them diſtinctly for their Direction in 
particular Cafes : This is the Reaſon, there 


are ſo many Diſputes, Errors, and Miftakes - 


among Men, concerning Things, in the ge- 


neral Notion of which they ſeem to be una- 
nimouſly agreed. Every Man, when the Que- 
ftion is propoſed to him, whether he ought 


to follow the Dictates of Conſcience, of Ho- 
nour, and Honeſty ? will readily anſwer in 
the Affirmative; but, in the Application, how 


widely do Conſcience, Honour, and Honeſty dif- 


fer? or rather, what irreconcileable contra- 


x - dictory Schemes are often purſued, ſeverally, 


upon Pretence of them: This may ſome- 
times proceed from Corruption and Deſign; 
but, in Reſpe& to human Nature, we ſhauld 
rather ſuppoſe, it more commonly proceeds 
from want of ſome certain Standard, where- 


by the true Power of Words Way be aſcer- 


tained. 
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1 have inſiſted the longer upon this De- 
mand, becauſe it has been my particular Care, 
in the Work which you have under Exami- 
nation, never to uſe any equivocal Expreſſions. 


I defire therefore, if 1 ſhould be put to any 


future Trouble, in examining what you have 
to offer, that all Ambiguities of Speech may 


be avoided ; that in an Age, when People, who 
have in any Degree accuſtomed themſelves 
to think regularly, will expect a Reaſon for 


every Thing, you would not imagine, that 


mere- empty Sounds will paſs for Arguments 3 
or that it will be of any Significancy, to cry 
out Popery, Popery, except you firſt deter- 


mine, whether you mean by Popery a regular 


or an irregular Uſe of Eccleſiaſtical Power; 
or whether you really do mean, by Popery, 
ſuch ancient Apoſtolical Doctrines, as are not 


properly Popiſh Doctrines, with which, I ſhall 


never fear to be charged, by what Name or 
them. 

If you had not, without any previous No- 
tice, begun open Acts of Hoſtility, 1 ſhould 


have thought it more agreeable, if you are a 
Gentleman, to the Principles of Moral Ho- 


neſty 3 or if you are a Chriſtian, but eſpecially | 
F2 , — ens 


Names foever you may think proper to call 
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a Clergyman, to the Rules of our holy Reli- 
gion, that you had told me privately of my 
Faults: Means, in one Kind or other, might 
have been employed to reſtore me, in the Spirit 
of Meekneſs ;, and if, upon a candid Repre ſen- 
tation to that End, I had not made ſome pub- 
lick Acknowlegement of any publick Offence, 
that might have been given by me, you would 
Have had Cauſe to fal] upon me, in the Man- 
ner you have done: But to fly out with fo 
great Fury, to vilify and traduce me, without 
any. Notice given, or the leaſt Opportunity 
of explaining myſelf; this, I conceive, is nei- 


ther reconcileable with the Maxims of com- 


mon Probity, or of Chriſtian Piety. If 1 am 
too free in declaring myſelf, as to this Ar- 
ticle, your Animadverſions upon it, ſhall be 


conſidered with all the Regard, that may be 


This is all I think neceſſary to ſay at pre- 
ſent towards obviating the grand Article of, 


your Accuſation againſt me; and the princi- 
pal Deſign whereof is to deſtrey, ſo far as 
your able, the Reputation of my Book; and 
.of all other Books, which I have publiſhed, 
or may propoſe to publiſh : Tho? I have the 
Satisfaction to aſſure you, ſuch of them as are 
already publiſhed, have been in General wel 
received, and ſome of them by the beſt Judges! ; 
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EL. 
and thoſe Perſons of the firſt Diſtinction, both 
in Church and Stare. I am ſenſible, how in- 
vidious it may be thought in a Writer to lay 
any Thing to his own Advantage, under that 


Character; but. there are certain Occaſions, 


wherein the' beſt Writers, and the greateſt 


Criticks, have contended for ſuch a Liberty. 


The Neceſſity which Men are put upon, in 
certain Caſes, ro defend their Reputation, 


will juſtify thoſe little Deviations from the 


ſtrict Rules of Modeſty, which, at other 
Times, would be very indecent and offenſive. 
And if a Diſpenſation, in this Caſe, is ever 
allowable, it is certainly { under Circum- 


ſtances of Diſtreſs, from which the only Pro- 


ſpect a Man can have of burns delivered, is 
by maintaining his Cha it. 
And as this Conlideration will juſtify any pro- 


per Teſtimonies he may alledge, in his own ' 


Favour; So it plainly diſcovers the mean, 


ſordid, and deſpicab'e Spirit of the Man, Mh 


ever he is, that takes the Advantage of inſult- 
ing any Writer under ſuch unhappy Circum- 


ſtances, and, perhaps, for that very Reaſon, ' + 


+ 


But I do not know, whether, after all, my 


Reputation, in a Capacity wherein I ſupport, 


and have, for many Years, ſupported a large 


and numerous Family, is the ouly Thing of 


which you have endeavoured to deprive me. 


There 
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There is a vile Inſinuation, which you ſeem 
much inclined to improve, as far as you are 
able, as if I had advanced ſome Things in 
Prejudice to the Royal Supremacy ; againſt 
which, as I have not ſaid any Thing, that can 
render me obnoxious, ſo I ſhall always be 
ready to aſſert it, in the Senſe of our Articles, 
and other publick Teſts ; or ſo far as it is, in a 
human Way of conceiving Things, reaſona- 
ble and intelligible ; but, if a Man will con- 
tend for ſuch an Eccleſiaſtical Supremacy in 
the State, as deſtroys the Notion and Being 
of a Church, he contends, in my ordinary 
Way of conceiving Things, for a Supremacy, 
that is altogether unreaſonable and unintelli- 
gible. I know no fuch Supremacy z neither the 
Churches of God. © „ 


— 


But, Sir, if, aſter all, J had really, in an 
argumentative Way, and in order to diſcover 
the Truth with more Certainty, propoſed the 
Arguments for the Supremacy, and againſt it, 
with all the Force, of which they appeared 
to me capable; and that perhaps I would 
have done, had I been leſs a Stranger to 
the violent and cruel Spirit of thoſe, whom 
Britanicus will call moderate Men, and the Fruits 
of whoſe Moderation I have largely experi- 
enced, for a'Courſe of ſeveral Years; yet, e- 
ven gn this Suppoſition of my having * 
8 ö 5 ? .% the 


OF 8 | | 


Tay + 


the Caſe of the Supremacy at large, would a 


Britanicus have anſwered the Arguments 1 
brought from any common or borrowed Rea- 
ſon againſt the Supremacy, merely by refer- 


ring me to an Act of Parliament? Is all the 


high and boaſted Privilege of Free-thinking 


come at laſt to this Iſſue, that where Men 
will not ſubmit implicitely to any Doctrine, 


eſtabliſhed by the State, the Engines of Civil 


| Power ought to be play'd upon them ? And 
is Britanicus himſelf the Man, who would put 


thoſe Engines in Motion? However Acts of 
Parliament may oblige to Peace or Submiſſion, 
certainly it could never be the Intention of 
our Legiilators, to render it criminal for us to 
inquire into the Reaſonableneſs of them. It 
. would be to little Purpoſe, that we have made 


a Seceſſion from the pretended Seat of In- 
_ fallibility. at Rome, if we muſt ſubmit blindly, 
or without Examination, to the Deciſions of 
any human Authority whatever. Now all I 
have done, in relation to this nice Point of 
the Supremacy, is to mention it in general, 
without determining any Thing upon it, or 
even deſcending, as I had once defigned, to 
ſpecify the particular Arguments, on both 
Sides of the Queſtion, relating to it. This 
is all I have done; but had 1 done more, I re- 
peat again what has been already inſinuated, 


Britanicus is the moſt unfit Perſon living, to 
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rity to his Aſſiſtance. 3 


And new, Sir, I readily acknowledge you 


have given the Writer of Cardinal Wolſey's 


Life an Opportunity of wiping off your Aﬀper- 
fions, which has not been ungrateful to him; | 
for tho' he has nothing to fear from thoſe 


equitable Readers, who will examine that 
Life without Prejudice, and are diſpos'd to 
make Allowances for common Errors and De- 
fects, many of which he is ſenſible, both from 


his own Inabilities, and the Nature of fo great 


and difficult a Work muſt occur in it; yet he 


is at the ſame Time apprehenſive, and parti- 


cularly by occaſion of a ſcandalous Paper, pub- 


liſned on Saturday laft, that all Perſons are not 


in Xa Diſpoſition to judge according to thoſe 
Rules. And he has had frequent Opportuni- 


=» 


ties of obſerving, there are great Numbers of 
Men, who ſcarce make any Judgment for 
themſelves, either of Things or Perſons, but 
judge only by Direction of other People. 


Do but obſerve, Sir, When Hounds are caſting 


about in the Fields, and any Scent happens 


to be touched upon, 
en 8 3 80 4 f nd f 
what a Noiſe and a 


if Bubler begins to open, 


call in the ſecular Arm, Or any fallible Authce 


| Yelping is there amongſt 
the reſt of the Pack? How. mechanically do 


E V ot otro th” al” 


KN 
they anſwer? how ſtrongly an they make 2 


Report, and cry to one another, in their 
Language, Heark to Babler. Images, I own, of 


this Kind, do not appear perfectly ſuited to 


the Dignity of human Nature ; but if Men, 
endow'd with free and reaſonable Faculties, 
will make no Uſe of their Freedom ; if they 


vill debaſe human Nature ſo low, as: mecha- 
nically to follow Britanicus, or any of his Ad- 


viſers, without conſulting Reaſon, or judging 
for themſelves, I know no Way of reclaim- 


ing them from ſuch a ſervile and abje& Uſe 


of thoſe noble Faculties, which God has given 
them, more proper, than by repreſenting to 
them, that they are no longer to be conſi- 


dered, as acting, in that Refpe&,-like Men, 
but only as mere Machines, Talking about i in 


A human Shape. Le 5 


The Influence of publick Directors, where 
any ill Deſigns are to be carry'd on, is ſo ne- 
ceſſary towards regulating the Motions of 
thoſe inferior Tools and Inftruments, where- 
with they are to work, that ſhould: Britanitus 

propoſe to propagate his pernicious Principles, 
under the Title of an Appeal to common Senſe, 


all he would intend, or can be ſuppoſed to 


intend, is, that he appeals to the common 

Gy, or Voice -of the Multitude : or to cer- 

uin Laws of Communication, that are Bhd 
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bliſhed and now generally known, whereby the 
' Noiſe may be ſooner conveyed from one End 


of the Town, or perhaps from one Part of the 


Nation, to the other, 


It is neceſſary then, how conſcious ſoever 


a Writer.is of the Innocency and Integrity of 
his Deſigns, that to prevent the il) Impreſſions 


of thoſe, who are thought, or think themſelves 
leading Men, upon the more weak and injudi- 
cious, eſpecially upon your raw unexperiencd 


young Fellows, when they firſt enter into any 


a 


Fraternity ; ; it is neceſſary, I ſay, to this End, 


- that, in order to diſabuſe thoſe, who are ſo 


as well as of the Principles he had advanced. 


complained of; but it is particularly provok- 


tay ſomething, o. far as it may be faid, with 


miſ-led, a Writer, who is thus attacked, ſhould 


Truth and Decency, in Defence of himſelf, 


Not that I preſume to have any Power or 
great Hopes of rectifying the Diſorders here 


ing to conſider, that this abject Slavery 0 


the Mind, this implicite Submiſſion to the 


think, and act, with the greateſt 
to call themſelves Feet hinters, has a Significa 


— 


Dictates of blind fallible Men is no, where more 


viſible, than among thoſe, who of or tc 
reedom 

This is ſo certain, that the very Word Fr 

thinking itſelf, when uſed by thoſe, who afled 
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would naturally conceive it to import; for 


when we come to ſtate the true Meaning of the 
Word, it does nor ſignify to prove all Things by a 
due and impartial Examiration, according to 
the Teſt of Reaſon; but only to think, in 
ſome narrow particular Way, contrary to the 


general Senſe and Reaſon of Mankind; and com- 


monly, for no other Reaſon. 


My Deſign, Sir, in what is here obſerved; 
wil be, in ſome Meaſure, anſwered, if ole 


it tend to remind you of what was demanded 


before, that, ſo far as we have any Correſpon- 


dence, you would avoid all Equivocation; and 
call Things and Perſons by their right Names; 


or elſe, if it may be the Means of preventing 
any colluſive Arts whatever, which you may 
uſe, in order to impoſe on your ignorant, and 
in judicious Readers. 


This 5 is all I think neceſſary to ſay at pre- 
ſent, in anſwer to your Letter ; how you 
will ſupport your future Charge, or upon 
what Grounds, I do not know or enquire. 1 
am in no Pain upon that Account ; as know- 


ing, tho' I am counted an Enemy by ſome 
Men for ſpeaking the Truth, and only for 


e the Truth, yet, I bleſs God, ther 
are. gill Men of Honour and Probity, of Hu- 


manity 


1 


„ß 1 
manity and Learning in the World ; who do 
not think that a ſufficient Ground either of 
calumuiating me, or diſcouraging my Endea- 
_ yours, mean as they are, to do ſome little 

Good in the World, and in a Method, which 

under a very afflicting Circumſtance, the Pro- 
— of God ſeems, more particularly, to 

irect. N . 


? 


And from ſuch Perſons, whatever involun- 
tary Faults or Miſtakes I may be charged 
with in the Life of Cardinal Wolſey, I hope 
they will appear to admit a favourable Con- 
ſtruction. As to thoſe, who judge by other 
Rules; or who have taken up auy perſonal 


Prejudices againſt me; I know too well, what 


manner of Spirit they are of to expect their Fa- 
vour; I only deſire what I have a right to 
demand, common Juſtice from them. 


And to convince you, Sir, that I am not 


affraid of ſubmitting to the publick judgment 
for any Thing, I have advanced, in the Car- 
dinal's Life, I ſhall here furniſh you with 


one Article; the very Article which ſome 
Perſons have thought can moſt affect me, 
and upon which you may expatiate at your 


leiſure. It is the Article of Ner-reſiſtance. In 
reſereuce to which, I have the following Paſ- 


ſage, 


. 
ſage on occaſion of the publick Juſtice, ts 
which Empſon and Dudleigh were brought, 
when Henry the Eighth ſucceeded to the 
Crown, for the many acts of Violence and 
Oppreſſion, which they had committed, in 
the reign of his Father. " 


cc The loweſt and moſt ignorant part of 


© Mankind have a natural Idea of Probity 
* and Juſtice ; and particularly, of the Ne- 
* ceſſity, which lies upon the civil Magi- 


4 ſtrate, of actiug conformably to them, in 


ce order to preſerve the Peace and Happineſs 
ce of Society; and to ſecure the Rights and 
© Liberties of private Perſons. However 
© Men have ditfered in determining the 
« Meaſures of Obedience to the ſovereign 
te Power, or in what Hands ſoever they have 
* thought that Power ſhould be ultimately 
„ lodged; yet they have all agreed in de- 
* teſting Tyranny and Oppreſſion, as con- 
ce trary to the primary End and Inſtitution 
© of civil Government; which is, confeſſedly, 


te on all ſides for Protection and Security of 


& the Subject, not for Deſtruction. And there- 
« fore, if ſome have thought, that the per- 
ce fon of the ſupreme Magiſtrate is ſacred 
and inviolable ; and, upon no pretence of 
e Male-adminiſtration whatever, to be re- 
5 ſiſted, it is not in favour of illegal and 
5 E _ & unjuſt 
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eee Tt is not then, as hath been ſometimes 
diſingenuouſly inſinuated, to ſupport or 


* 


unjuſt Force, which they abhor, and con- 


demn; but becauſe order requires, there 


ſhould be a laſt reſource of Power ſome- 
where, and that Men ſhould know diſtin&- 
ly, and in ſome regular Method, where to 


find it. But no ſach Method can be found 
in popular and tumultuary Proceedings; 
where the Frame of Government is un- 


hinged ; or, when every Man aſſumes the 


Character of a Judge, and a Right, with- 


out any legal Reftraint, to do that, which 
ſeems good in bis own Eyes. 7 


7 


encourage a tyrannical Government, that 
this Notion has been advanced; but to 
prevent the barbarous and dreadful Effects 
of Tyranny, when the ſovereign Power de- 


volves, or is pretended to devolve, ona 


confuſed and diſorderly Multitude : Since 
there is a mixture of Imperfe&ioa in eve- 


ry Government, ariſing from the preſent 
imperfect State and Corruption of Man- 


kind; that Model ſeems Fable, which, 
all Things conſidered, pf in the leaſt vio- 
lence to Order, and to the eſtabliſhed 


Laws, if, at certain Conjunctures, and in 
the natural Courſe of Things, the Danger 


of | MOOR by yojuſt aud illegal WE 
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e js unavoidable, from the Prince on one 
_ < Part, or the People on the other; it ſeems 
© more eligible, and for the greater Bene- 


© fit of Society, that a power of doing Miſ- 


* chief ſhould be lodged in one, than in ma- 
ny Hands, the proſpect of Redrefs, by the 


* Death of a ſingle Tyrant, by a Change 
© of his Miniſters, or his Meaſures, is much 
more open, than where ſeveral diſtinct 
Heads, eſpecially, if they act in concert, 
* have eſtabliſhed ſo many Dependencies, or 


erected fo many diſtin& Colonies, in ſub- 
* ſerviency to the common Tyranny, throughs 


* out all Parts of a Nation. 
Cardinal Wolſey's Life, p. 25. 26. 


Theſe, Sir, are my Sentiments in relation 


to a Subject, upon which ſeveral Volumes 
bave been written; but I have endeavoured 
to reduce the whole Controverſy into a nar- 


row Compaſs, by ſpeaking, for ſo I appre- 


bended it, to the main Point. I hope, I 


have expreſſed myſelf in a manner ſuffici- 
ent plain and intelligible, upon ſo nice a ſub- 


je& ; without offending againſt any Rules of 


Decency, or treating thoſe, who are of a dif- 


rent Opinion, with any Indignity or Diſre- 
ſpedt, there is a Neceffity, in my way of 
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. ee 
arguing, from the Nature and Reaſon of the 
thing, that there ſhould be in all Govern- 
ments, a laſt reſource of Power ſomewhere 
and that it ought to be diſtinctly known, 
where it is placed, and where, and how it 
ought to be applied. If there be a Power, 
in the People of calling the Sovereign, when 

he abuſes his Truſt, to account, or of re- 
ſiting him; we ought to have ſome Rule, 
and under all legal Eſtabliſhments, ſome le- 
gal Direction, for the Uſe and Exerciſe of 
this Power ; The abuſe of Power itſelf, we 85 
are told, as deteſtable as it is in the ſight of ob 

God and Men, yet ought to be puniſhed de 
in a regular Way; and it 1s a ſtrong Pre- Ar 
ſumption, if there is no ſuch Way of pu- Di 
niſhing a Tyrant, it was the intention of I me 
God to reſerve him for the puniſhment of | A 
his own vindictive Juſtice. No Power, I con- | int 
ceive, can be of God, or agreeable to the 
Will of God, which cannot be regularly 
exerciſed. Yet, Iam ſenſible, there are great 
Difficulties on both ſides of the Queſtion, 
concerning the Meaſures of civil Obedience, 
and that a Man of very moderate Capacity, 
may yet be able to ſay a great many plau- 
ſible Things, or even to furniſh out a large 
Volume, in defending the Doctrine of Re- 
ſiſtance. Tho it will not be deny'd, and 
you cannot but know, there are Difficulties 6 

on the other ſide, for which you will * uf 


— — —— — 


8 


d 

be able clearly to account. But, ſo long as 
bath ſides are agreed in heartily deteſting 
Tyranny and Oppreſſion, Cruelty and Per- 
ſecution, and all Acts of Male-admunftration, 
that even appear to look that way, it is of 


no manner of conſequence to the peace of the 


State, whether and how far Britanicus, and the 
Writer of Cardinal Wolſey's Life are divided, 
upon the Queſtion. 


It will be of much more Importance, to 
obſer ve, that a great Man, in his admirable 


defence of Dr. Sacheveretl, relating to this 
Article of Non-reſiſtance, with a Beauty of 
Diction, a force of Argument, a juſt Arang- 
ment of the Parts, and a happy Addreſs to the 
Audience, which renders that Defence not 
inferior to the fineſt Eſſays either of the 
Grecian or the Roman Eloquence: This great 
Man, I fay, has demonftrated, in a manner 


ſuited to the Capacities of all Men, that 
whatever Caſe or Caſes might have former- 


ly happened to juſtify Reſiſtance, yet ſuch 
Caſe or Caſes, in a ſettled Government 
ought rot to be arbitrarily ſuppoſed. . And 
that the Doctrine, in general, of Non-re- 
| fſkance is to be taught in the ſame Latitude, 
as if thoſe Caſes had never happened, and 


without regard to any of thoſe Exceptions, 
upon which Reſiſtance, when they did hap- 


pen, was thought, at the time, lawful. 


To 


7 - 

Io diſcover ſtill farther: my Iuclination to 
contribute, what I can, towards your Afſiſt. 
ance, in examining the Lite of Cardinal Hol- jn 
fey,” I ſhall here charge myſelf with a Fault, I x4 
relating to it, which poſſibly might have e- in 
ſcaped you. Upon the Faith of the printed 4 
Copies of that Life; by Cavendiſh, without 
collating them, in that Particular, as I ought I 
ro have done, with the Authentick Manu- 
=_—_  fcripts, which I had the Opportunity of con- 
4 ſiulting, I have made uſe of the Expreſſion, 
= which ſeems to import, that the Cardinal 
| poiſoned himſelf ;, and from whence it has been 
+ the vulgar Opinion, that he actually poi ſoned 
| himſelf. I have endeavoured to prove, indeed, 
| from the Circumſtances he was in, at the Timo 
when he is ſuppoſed to have done it, that this 
Expreſſion ought not to be taken in the moſt « 
ſtrict and literal Senſe ; but the true Anſwer p 

to all captious and malevolent Readers of that 
Paſſage, is, that we do not find it in the writ- 
ten Manuſcripts of the Cardinal's Life by Ca- 
vendiſh, which are of the beſt Authority; but 

it has been maliciouſly inſerted in the printed 
. _ Copies, by ſome Eremy; and from the ſame 
Motives, whereby Britanicus finds himſelf ſo 
© continually ſtimulated to calumniate the Cler- 
' gy, and to repreſent in the moſt odious Co- 

_  Jours, every Action that has the leaſt Refe- 
„„ Te 7 rence 


hog en (ou, "OR ft Fen I LY 


LEE, by 
rence to their Order or Character. And here 
lies the main Ground of his Quarrel againſt 


me, for the Work, which he is taking toPieces. 


As to what I have notwithſtanding aſſerted, 


in regard to the Succeſſion and Powers of 
the Clergy, eſpecially, of the Epiſcopate; or, 


in Oppoſition to any Dottrines deſtructive of 


their juſt Rights, particularly ſuch Doctrines 
which tend to deſtroy all Order and Govern- 
ment in the Church. You may explain your- 
ſelt, whenever you pleaſe, upon theſe Heads, 
| am ready to anſwer you; aud, by the Bleſ- 


ſing of God, tho? I am altogether unequal to 


the Subjects, which I think it my Duty to de- 


fend, yet I doubt not, but I ſhall be able ſuf- 
ficiently to defend myſelf, in ſo juſt a Cauſe, - 


againſt you, and againſt all your Adviſers. 


hut if, inſtead of arguing, you have Re- 
courſe to unmanly, little, ſcurrilous Arts of 
Detraction; and think it a ſufficient Confu- 


tation of all I have ſaid, or may ſay, to give 


' yourſelf haughty Airs of Superiority, and 
Triumph; if you have no better Argument, 


as I am perſwaded you have not, then to call 
me a little or a low Writer: or if, jnſtead of 
reaſoning and conſulting the Maſter, who ſpeaks 
(it you would hear him) continually within 


you, you are for going abroad in queſt of any 


fallible Authority, or human Judicature; if you 


_ 


ing all thoſe, who are not of your ow! Way; 
it, to conclude, inſtead of Reaſoning, you ſhould 


me, than any Intercourſe, I can propoſe to have 


{0 ö 


and for erecting a temporal Dominion over 
Conſcience; or if all you mean by Liberty 
of Conſcience ſnould appear at laſt to be no 
other than a Liberty of defaming and deſtroy- 


are for deſtroying the Kingdom of Chrift; 6 


at laſt deſire to have Recourſe to your Engines; 
if this, ſhould prove your Way of managing 


an Argument, I will ſtill, by the Bleſſing ] 
of God, as not being conſcious of the leaſt IN + 


Offence againſt any human Authority, defend 
myſelf, as well as I am able, yet with that! 
decent Freedom and Aſſurance, that become | 


a ſincere Lover of Truth. 


I I ſhall add no more, but that being engaged 1 


in Affairs at preſent of more Conſequence to 


with the Writer of the London Journal, I may 


not probably always anſwer the Challenges, 
which he may make in his weekly Papers, ſo 


ſoon as they are cry'd about the Streets: But 
he may be, in due Time, ſenſible, that I have 
not wholly neglected all proper Means of do- 


ing my ſelf and him Juſtice. ee 

.. 
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baper of this Day was put into 


little Trouble in vindicating my⸗ 
belt from the falſe and unj uſtCalumnies, where- 
Vith, r proceed to charge me in it, with 
F regard 


JBRITANICUS. 


was gone to the Preſs, before your 


my Hands; but I ſhall have very 
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regard to a Work, of which, after all the 
Defects that may be objected to it, I have 
had a much better Opiiien, ſinee Four Ani- 


mad ver ſions upon it were made Plblick. The 


Letter at preſent before me, Whether from 
yourſelf or your Friend, for 1 make no D 
ſtinction in the Caſe, carries its own Confu- 
tation along with it; and were it not that you 


. 


may be ſuppoſed to have drawn it up by ſome 


private Inſtructions from me, I would have 
ſuffered it to paſs, without making any Refle- 
ctions upon it. But to avoid a Suſpicion, which 


for any Thing I know, may already be got 
Abroad, that notwithſtanding the Appearan- 
ces of hoſtile Preparations, there is really a 
ſecret Treaty carrying on between us; and 


to ſhew, ſo far as my verbal Proteſtation can 
ſhew, that I neither have a Deſign to make 


. Uſe of ſo mean ay Artifice, nor apprehend, | 
I have any Occaſion for it: 1 ſhall here 
proceed directly, without the farther Ce- 


remony of an Introduction, to confute the 


Reaſons, ſuch as they are, upon which you” 


» — — 


endeavour to ſupport your laſt Articles of Ac- 


cuſation againſt me. 


This, Sir, I ſhall do, by obſerving, that 
one great Defect of your Argumentation, to 
mention no other at preſent, doth viſibly lye 
in your not diſtinguiſhing, where there was 


a Ne- 


no Di- 


'no | ay OP od Ty CO PN A MCA cvuAC> fro me. oo. iD. 


mT 


4 Neceflity for making a Diftin&ion ; to the 


End, the Grounds of your Charge might have 


been more clearly underſtood. 


1. You confound a Right of private Judg- 


ment, with a Power of reforming, or exer- 


ciſing Acts of publick Judicature : otherwiſe 
what you ſay cannot affect me; nor be of the 


| leaft Conſequence to overthrow any Princi- 


, 


8 # 


ples, that I have advanced. I have always con- 


tended, and, by the Grace of God, always will 
contend, for that inalienable Right, which e- 


very Man has of judging for himſelf: but, this 


_ ean give no private Perſon a Commiſſion to 
diſturb the Peace of the Society, whereof he 
is a Member. I am ſtill of Opinion, that Men 


ought to proceed even in the Reformation of 
publick Abuſes in a regular Way ; and that the 


P 


Church being a Society founded by Chrift, til! 
the Providence of God open ſome regular 


Method of reforming ſuch Abuſes, as may 
have. crept into the Ecclefiaftical Adminiſtra- 
tion, it is not in the Power of any private 
Members whatever, arbitrarily, to introduce 


a Change in it. 


| Brery Man may privately. judge concern- 


by the State, under En of _ 
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he lives, is governed; but this does not give 

every Man, nor any Man Authority, even 
where unjuſt Laws are enacted, to alter or 
ſubvert the Conſtitution, or to attempt the 
Subverſion of it, at Pleaſure. = 
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ſet at nought thy Brother; cx condemn him, in 
that which he alloweth. „ 


It would not be unpleaſant to obſerve how 
Britanicys would attempt to reconcile the 
Power of reforming, either with the Right 


of the Eccleſiaſtical State, or of the Civil | 


Magiſtrate. Upon his Principle, if that is 
really his Principle, which is violently ſuſ- 
pected to be fo, no Reformation could poſ- 
ſibly have been made by one Authority, 
more than by the other. I might here, Sir, 


if I do not miſrepreſent your Principles, ap- 


peal to the Judgment of your own moſt 
partial Readers to determin, which of us is 


the beſt Friend to the Reformation; or upon 
more rational, and intelligible Grounds ? 


2. You do not diſtinguiſh between the Ar- 


guments, which 1 uſe as ſpeaking in my own 
perſon, and thoſe, which I recite, and am 


even acknowledged by you to recite, as 
ſpeaking under a borrowed Perſon ; you are 


o ingenius indeed, that in one of your 


Extracts you quote the following Words, 
Say they, upon whoſe Principles I argue; From 

whence any other Reader. would have con- 
_ cluded, that I was not then arguing, nor 
would be thought to be arguing, upon my 


own 


'a Reformation of Religion, 


(3) 


you charge me with thoſe Principles, and 
the proper Conſequences from them, as if 
they were really, and properly my own: 
And your whole Charge in a manner, as to the 
preſent Article, is founded in this Jeuitical 


Piece of Sophiſtry, particularly your Charge 


relating to the Example of our bleſſed Lord, 
in conforming to the Jewiſh Church: inſtead 
of denying the Fact, or confuting the Ar- 


gument founded upon it, which might have 


been of ſome good uſe to your Readers, 
towards detecting the Fallacy of the Argu- 
ment, which I only mentioned in an hiſto- 
rical Way, but which it concerned you to 
obviate; Inſtead of this, I ſay, you only 
Tun out into impertinent Declamation, and 
ſay nothing to the main Difficulty ; as if the 
Fatt had not ſubſiſted; or no Argument had 
been formed from it, by thoſe, whom * 


% Jonated. | 


. As to the Cee which 1 made, 
relating to the Motives upon which the Car- 


dinal might conduct himſelf, z f, with an Eye to 


merely; as Conjectures, without thinking my 
ſelf obliged to defend them : and if on ſome _ 
Accounts they ſeem to bear a little. hard 
off the Cardinals an ; this only Mon 
Was 


own principles; ; and yet (0 Rem ridiculam '!) 
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propoſed them 
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Fi was unwilling to diſſemble ſuch Reflefti- | 
ons, for that there appeared any probable 


Grounds, that might be interpreted to his 
Diſadvantage. And, indeed, tho' he had 


| ſome great and generous Qualities, I was far, 


when 1 wrote his Life, from deſigning a per- 


feck Character. I charge him with ſeveral 
- Faults, but was willing, conſidering ſome po- 
pular unjuſt Prejudices, under which he has 
all along ſuffered, to obviate them, ſo far as 

they might be obviated, upon juſt, and rea- 
ſonable Grounds: And after all the Noiſe 


that has been made, concerning my partia- 


lity to him, 1 have not yet been charged, upon 
ſufficient Evidence, with one falſe Fact, or 


with one falſe Inference from any true Fact, or 


Facts relating to him. And, I believe, it will 
be difficult for you to find many Inftances 
of my failure in either Kind, tho” ſome, 
| poſſibly, may be found in both Kinds. 


However, had I really been under ſome. 
favourable Prejudices in compiling the Life 


of ſo great a Prelate and Miniſter of State; 
who employed all his Eccleſiaſtical Revenues, 
not in a facrilegious Application of them to 
private Uſes, and all the Revenues ariſing 
from his civil Employments, not to aggran- 


diſe his own Family, but in acts of publick 
Minificence, eſpecially towards the advance- 


ment 
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Parts of our civil Hiſtory, but who will * 


0 N 
ment of Learning; which glorious Deſign 
both our Univerſities have 1o often and ſo 


juſtly celebrated ; tho? in this reſpect I had 


not indeed written Cardinal Welſ/ey's Life, 


according to the ſtrict Rules of hiſtorical ju- 
ſtice, yet an Error, which for the ſake of 


ſo many beneficient Actions, had inclined 


me to cover even a multitude of Faults, would 


certainly have been more pardonable, than 


the Method, according to which, I perceive, 


his Life would have been written, under your 
Direction, with all Bitterneſs and Wrath, and 
Anger and Clamour, and evil Speaking. 


Indeed the Life of Cardinal Wolſey, pub- 


liſhed by me, was not written under any 
Direction. Whatever Faults there may be 


in it, they are intirely my. own. I commu- 
nicated the two firſt Chapters in Manuſcript, 
to ſome of my Friends, that I might learn 


ſomething of their Judgment in general, con- 
cerning my ſtile and manner of Writing; but 


I do not remember that any Perſon ever ſaw 


two ſubſequent Pages of the Work *till it 


was finiſhed, and then indeed I had an op- 
portunity of laying my Papers before a very 
worthy and learned Gentlemen, of the great- 
eft and moſt extenſive Knowledge in all the 


: f 3 2 wh * . 
„ 
| will not be ſuppoſed to have given me any Bi- 
rections relating to the Doctrines and Ec- 
eleſiaſtical Affairs, upon which you have been 


It is but a mean and deſpicable Thing; 
after all, in regard to Principles, for a Man 
to write under any Direction. And tho ſomes 
thing may be faid in excuſe of a common 
News-writer, upon this Head, who is pre- 
ſumed to keep cloſe. to his Copy, and ex- 
[FH to follow, what is diffated to him; 
yet he, who writes a Hiſtory, not calculated 
to. ſerve ſome preſent ſiniſter Deſign, but 
for ſtanding general Uſe, will conſider bet- 
ter what is owing to Truth, and to the Dig- 


nity of his Subject. 


4. In your laſt Charge, relating to Mona- 
ſteries, you miſrepreſent the Plan, which 
term Fious and Charitable, at moſt Impious 
and Uncharitable. I ſhall leave the Reader 
to judge concerning the Force of your Ar- 
guments, and what I have faid in the Life 
of Cardinal Welfey, upon that Subject; and only 
take the Liberty, of citing a fingle Paſſage 


Ian iafer, what my real Sentiments are, in 
n ; F reference 
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reference to bn of that Kind, ven 
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= In his lows Foundations the Foundations 
© of Cardinal Ximenes, there was one thing 
© that deſerves to be more particularly con- 
«ſidered, as having ſomething ſingular in 
«whe Deſign: and Inſtitution of it. He built 
&« 2 Nunnery for the Education of Maids, 
* born of poor Parents, who after their rc- 
et ceiving the Benefit of it, if they deſired 
te to return into the World, and ſhould be 
< difpoſed of in Marriage, had honoura- 
< ble Portions Signed to them for that 
* - xo 


ec Aa che numerous bineſiceat: Ass obs 

4 which the Piety of this Nation is diſtin- 
„ guiſhed, it is not eafily accounted for, that 
te there ſhould be no Societies, of that kind, 
© erected, for the Benefit of the other Sex; 
cc which, "allowing to them the ſame Advan- 
et tages of Education as to Men, would cer- 
“e tainly be equal to them, if not in the 
Strength of their Minds, yet in the Beau- 
<'ty and Delicacy of their Thoughts; and 
in ſeveral of the more liberal and polite 
c parts of ves. would make a readier 
* e and probably arrive at length to 


a greater | 


en 
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e a greater Perfection, than is common to 


e Men. But if we conſider a Society erect- 


te ed to this End, not 1a regard to learned 


© Improvements, bat as a means of making 


a handſome Proportion for youg Women 
„ without Fortune, eſpecially fuch as are deſ- 


- Ly s. 


' © cended from good Families, or whoſe Qua- 


* ity, renders it leſs becoming for them to 


| © undertake any fſervile ue or 
om- 


c who perhaps are of too tender a 


* poſition to endure Hardſhip or ſervile 


„ Work; what greater Inſtance of Huma- 
„ nity can any Perſon give? Or how be 
more capable of promoting the good of 


Society, than by projecting a, Method, 
| © that thoſe, who have been ſo unhappy 
as not to be born to the common Ad- 


cc 


vantages of it, may yet be rendered both 


e uſeful and ornamental to it? Whether 


te theſe Reaſons in particular, determined 


te the great Ximenes to erect a Society for the 
te Benefit of young Maids, who had leſs Share 


ct 


« py, if by occaſion of my mentioving 


4 ſo great and ſhining an Example z any 
e Perſon or Perſons, of competent Abilities, - 


< ſhould be excited by the Excellency and 


95 Influence of it, to go, and do likewiſe. 


8 


E 2 | Now, 


2 3 the Favours of Fortune, I do not pre- 
© ſume to ſay, but ſhall think my ſelf hap- 
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OO 1. il it de a Couradiftion the 
greateſt Contradiftion to the Deſigns of Almighty 
Dod, and the good of human Society, to recom- 
mend Benefactions of this kind, 1 muſt rea- 
dily, own my! ſelf chargeable with contradi&- 
ing the Deſigiis of God and the Good of 
human RW by a moſt evident and unde- 
* roof of kad own. eee 


; 


Qt 


To tele fn 55 iſktirengeors a 
_ Lig ht ſdever, 7 may appear, as a Writer, 1 
ce really bluſh ts be charged with any 
of thoſe ws an nf colluſive Arguments, which 
you have ptetended to bring againſt me; but 
1 ſhould be much more aſhamed of ſuch a 
Train of falſe precipitate Judgments, as] have 
© here remarked in your laſt Paper. What 1 
| have faid will be ſufficient to ſatisfy all im- 
partial Readers, that you have highly injured 
me ; but if you havea mind to be Conten- 
tious, and 1 ſhould underſtand that your Pa- 
ers have any ill Effect upon your illiterate 
- br leſs cautious Readers, which it may con- 
. me to obviate, I ſhall take a proper Op- 
e of n chem. 1 
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1 \Pootecarer,” { 


112 Had 1 almoſt K's to acquaint you, that 
one Dr. Knight has done me the Honour to 
point to me, from the Pulpir, in a learned and 
bes Goa uent Diſcourſe, which you would dowel} to 
advertiſe ; yet ſince he has not mentioned me 
in the Body of his Work, or cited any par- 
ticular Paſſage, upon which he grounds his. 


| Charge, but only refers (that is his 1 


to the Life of Cardinal Wolſey in general, 


by a marginal Note, and that too, at the very | 
End of his Performance; I think it a pertinent 


and full Anſwer, to refer him in this Poſt- 
| ſcript, to what I have addreſs'd above, more 
Mat large, to yourſelf; for there ought. to be 

material Diſtinction obſerv'd, between a 
. who offends of malicious Wickedneſs, and 
him, who errs only in.the e of his 
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